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Catalytic converter 
thefts targeted 

Horse safety on the roadTackling nuisance riders

Plus the latest news on rural and environmental policing in Kent
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W
elcom

e to Rural M
atters. See inside for the latest on the Kent Police Rural Task Force. There are now

 m
ore officers countyw

ide 
dedicated to tackling and preventing crim

e in the countryside. W
e’ve the latest new

s on how
 these officers, partners and colleagues 

are w
orking to protect and support Kent’s rural com

m
unities. Em

ail your Rural Task Force team
 – rural.task.force@

kent.police.uk

M
ore rural contact inform

ation, see back page.

Your Rural Task Force PCs 
have a Tw

itter account 
@

kentruralpolice

The team
 regularly Tw

eets 
updates on w

hat they’ve been 
doing and any live incidents.

Follow
 for the  

latest new
s and 

inform
ation. 

To rem
ain anonym

ous contact Kent Crim
estoppers online or call 0800 555 111

.

Tw
itter account

G
o to w

w
w

.kent.police.uk/report

Report a crim
e, incident or non-injury 

collision in m
inutes

Receive your confirm
ation em

ail and 
reference num

ber im
m

ediately

E
ast D

ivision
 – 07980 978202
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D
rone used to target nuisance m

otorcyclists

The Kent Police Rural Task 
Force regularly w

orks closely 
w

ith other policing team
s 

and partners to tackle 
com

m
unity concerns and 

anti-social behaviour.
The team

 recently joined up 
w

ith Sevenoaks Com
m

unity 
Safety U

nit and special 
constables – using a drone to 
identify and target m

otorbike 
riders suspected of com

m
itting 

offences on footpaths, 
bridlew

ays and nature 
reserves. They risk having 
their bikes seized if they ride 
irresponsibly or dangerously.

Patrols targeted rural areas 
follow

ing com
plaints from

 
residents that bikes and 4x4 
vehicles had been causing 
a danger to pedestrians 
and horse riders.

A drone w
as used to locate 

suspected offenders in Tinker 
Pot Lane, W

est Kingsdow
n, 

a quarry at Croydon Road, 
W

esterham
 and w

oodland 
near Farningham

.
A total of 10 riders received 

section 59 w
arnings from

 
officers and a m

otorcycle 
w

as seized near Farningham
 

as it w
as uninsured.

D
istrict Com

m
ander, Chief 

Inspector M
ark Stubberfield 

said: ‘Residents have 
com

plained to us about the 
dangers these vehicles pose 
to others w

ho use the rights 
of w

ay and public spaces in 

the area. Concerns have also 
been raised about the im

pact 
of noise on the quality of 
life for local com

m
unities. 

‘Any uninsured vehicle w
ill 

be seized and a section 59 
w

arning can be issued to 
riders and m

otorists driving in 
an irresponsible m

anner. This 
gives us the pow

er to seize 
and in som

e cases destroy a 
vehicle w

here the anti-social 
behaviour is repeated. 

‘A num
ber of riders have 

travelled from
 outside the 

county and w
e have noted 

the registration num
bers of 

vehicles used to bring off-
road bikes to the area. W

e 
w

ill be alert for any signs of 
reoffending should they be 
seen to return. Local people 
have com

plim
ented our 

efforts to prevent anti-social 
behaviour in the countryside 
and I w

ould encourage 

m
em

bers of the public to 
report any further incidents. 
This allow

s us to identify 
w

here to deploy our patrols 
effectively.’ Rural anti-social 
behaviour and illegal use of 
m

otorbikes, quad bikes and 

vehicles has been exacerbated 
by lockdow

n around byw
ays, 

farm
land and grazing land 

and around the D
ow

ns. 
Incidents involving nuisance 
m

otorcyclists can be reported 
on the Kent Police w

ebsite.

R
ecent action:

• A joint operation w
ith M

edw
ay and M

aidstone officers and 
special constables targeted rural anti-social behaviour 
and illegal use of m

otorbikes and quad bikes around 
the D

ow
ns, Rochester, St Peters Village, Lordsw

ood, 
H

ollingbourne, H
arrietsham

, Bredhurst and Boxley using 
their ow

n off road capability and supported by the drone.
• The Rural Task Force have been w

orking w
ith officers in 

D
over in response to com

plaints about off road bikes and 
4x4s causing dam

age to grazing land around Alkham
.

• A Rural Special Constable acted on video of off-road 
m

otorcycles recorded riding along a public footpath and 
over a roundabout at M

anston. The riders w
ere identified. 

O
n their w

ay to the address officers saw
 one of the bikes 

and issued Section 59 and Covid-19 com
pliance w

arnings. 

The Rural Task Force has 
been supporting a national 
operation around the theft 
of catalytic converters.

The w
eek of action, from

 
19-25 April, follow

s an 
increase in m

etal crim
e, 

w
ith a rise in vehicles 

being targeted nationally.
Full story see page 5

.

Targeting catalytic converter thefts

M
otorists are being urged to 

treat horses and riders w
ith 

consideration and ensure they 
drive past w

ith care.
The British H

orse Society ‘D
ead 

Slow
’ cam

paign aim
s to raise 

aw
areness of risks around 

equestrians on the road – w
hich 

has led to injury and in som
e 

cases deaths of horses 
nationally. Full story see page 6.

H
orses – m

aking m
otorists m

ore aw
are 
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A m
an w

ho stolen a 
custom

ised classic car from
 

D
eal has been jailed for a year 

and 10 m
onths.

The pale blue Ford Anglia, a 
replica of the W

easleys’ car 
from

 the H
arry Potter film

s, 
w

as stolen from
 a W

alm
er 

garage by Richard M
atthew

s, 
37, in O

ctober 2019. 
A m

edia appeal and 
investigation using CCTV 
im

ages led to his arrest after 
m

em
bers of the public cam

e 
forw

ard w
ith key inform

ation. 
H

e adm
itted the burglary 

w
hen he appeared at 

Canterbury Crow
n Court on 26 

M
arch. Investigating officer PC 

Katie Clarke said: ‘I w
ish to 

thank everyone w
ho cam

e 
forw

ard w
ith inform

ation.’
The car is still m

issing and 
anyone w

ith inform
ation should 

contact Kent Police or 
Crim

estoppers 0800 555 111.

Illegal anglers w
ere targeted 

as part of an operation led by 
Rural Task Force special 
constables.

They visited M
onk Lakes in 

M
arden, near M

aidstone, as 
part of regular activity to 
ensure those fishing there 
have the correct licences.

Around 100 anglers w
ere 

spoken to, w
ith 12 receiving 

fines from
 Environm

ent 
Agency enforcem

ent officers 
w

ho w
ere also present.

A rod fishing licence is 
required for anyone fishing 
for salm

on, trout, freshw
ater 

fish, sm
elt or eel w

ith a rod 
and line in the m

ajority of 
lakes and rivers in England. 
Those w

ho cannot show
 a 

valid licence w
hen asked are 

liable for a fine of up to 
£2,500.

Rural Task Force Inspector 
D

ave Sm
ith said: ‘Fishing 

licences help to sustain and 
control fish stock levels and to 
regulate the behaviour of 
anglers, and w

e are happy to 
support our Environm

ent 
Agency colleagues in 
targeting those w

ho go fishing 
w

ithout one.
‘The vast m

ajority of anglers 
are responsible, law

-abiding 

m
em

bers of the public w
ho 

ensure they have the correct 
paperw

ork in place before 
going fishing. The type of 
people w

ho break the rules 
are som

etim
es those w

ho are 
involved in m

ore serious 
crim

inality, and w
e have 

arrested illegal anglers in the 

past for offences such as 
burglary, assault and sexual 
offences.

‘W
e are very grateful for the 

support from
 our special 

constables w
ho give up their 

ow
n free tim

e to support 
operations such as these and 
to help keep Kent safe.’

The Rural Task Force is 
supporting national action 
against the theft of catalytic 
converters.

The crim
e continues to 

increase across the country, 
driven by grow

ing m
etal prices. 

Research has show
n thefts 

have risen during lockdow
n. 

The w
eek of action against 

m
etal crim

e from
 19-25 April 

w
as aim

ed at targeting 
offenders and raising 
aw

areness.
Illegal w

aste carriers and 
scrap m

etal dealers w
ere 

am
ong those targeted by 

Rural Task Force officers 
across the county. 

Rural Task Force Sergeant 
D

arren W
alshaw

 said: ‘This 
w

as a national operation led 
by British Transport Police 
given the increase in this 
crim

e across the country. In 
the w

eek the Rural Task Force 
w

orking w
ith our partners 

stopped 104 vehicles of w
hich 

18 w
ere seized for various 

offences. Four arrests w
ere 

m
ade, three of w

hich w
ere for 

a theft offence. 
The w

eek included visiting 
w

aste m
etal sites to raise 

aw
areness of the issue and to 

check w
ith their com

pliance 
to the legislation and record 
keeping. N

um
erous drivers 

w
ere reported for traffic 

offences.’ 
Catalytic converters have 

been fitted to the exhaust 
system

s of m
ost petrol vehicles 

built since the early 90s. 
According to research, m

ost 
thefts happen w

hile cars are 
parked at hom

e, either on the 
drivew

ay or the road. 
M

otorists are urged to take 
extra precautions, parking their 
vehicle in w

ell-lit residential 
locations, or ideally a garage, 
and w

hen aw
ay from

 hom
e, to 

look for car parks that have 
security patrols and are 
covered by CCTV. 

Because thieves slide under 

the car to get at the catalytic 
converters, parking against a 
w

all can also help. H
igh 

clearance vehicles like 4x4s, 
pick-up trucks and vans are 
particularly vulnerable to 
thieves sliding underneath to 
saw

 off the converter.
Catalytic converters form

 part 
of a car’s exhaust system

. 
They contain a honeycom

b 
coated w

ith m
etals w

hich help 
filter harm

ful gases. The RAC 
said patrols w

ere often called 
to attend cars that have 
suddenly becom

e excessively 
noisy because the catalytic 
converter has been stolen. 
D

espite being just one 

com
ponent of a vehicle, their 

theft can result in costly repairs 
or a car being w

ritten off. 
Sergeant W

alshaw
 said: 

‘M
otorists need to be aw

are of 
the increase in catalytic 
converter thefts and w

e ask 
them

 to take steps to protect 
vehicles. Be vigilant and report 
anything to us straight aw

ay, 
including anybody seen acting 
suspiciously around vehicles. 
W

e w
ork closely w

ith partners 
and car park operators and 
engage w

ith scrap m
etal 

dealers to m
ake it easier to 

trace sellers of stolen m
etal 

and identify any dealers w
ho 

m
ay be operating illegally.

100 anglers spoken to in action against illegal fishing
C

atalytic converter thefts – action against m
etal thieves 

S
pecial C

onstabulary
Special Constables are unpaid volunteers w

ho have the 
sam

e pow
ers as regular police officers. M

any have full-
tim

e jobs and give up at least 16 hours of their ow
n tim

e 
every m

onth to help police their local com
m

unities. Anyone 
interested in becom

ing a special is encouraged to visit the 
Kent Police w

ebsite or follow
 @

K
entSpecials on Tw

itter.

Cannabis cultivation w
as 

uncovered by officers from
 the 

Rural Task Force w
orking in 

partnership w
ith the RSPCA on 

a w
arrant in Rochester. 

O
fficers conducted the 

w
arrant at a property in H

igh 
H

alstow
 on 14 April.

Three dogs w
ere also seized 

by the team
 and tw

o m
en 

w
ere arrested. An 18-year-old 

m
an w

as arrested on suspicion 
of being concerned in the 
supply of cannabis and anim

al 
cruelty offences. A 41-year-old 
m

an w
as arrested on suspicion 

of cultivating cannabis.

Farm
 m

achinery and other 
item

s from
 rural locations 

continue to be targeted by 
thieves.

Rural Task Force Sergeant 
D

arren W
alshaw

 said: ‘I w
ould 

like to rem
ind those living in 

rural areas to regularly review
 

their security, ensuring sheds/
barns are locked and secure 
w

hen not in use.
Please rem

em
ber to record 

and m
ark all property serial 

num
bers so these can be 

passed to police if you 
becom

e a victim
 of crim

e.’

R
ural Task Force 

action w
ith R

S
P

C
A

 
– drugs and dogs 
seized 

Farm
 m

achinery thefts continue – keep it safe

K
eep contacting Farm

 W
atch W

hatsA
pp 

O
nline m

essaging system
 Farm

 W
atch W

hatsApp is a countyw
ide schem

e for fast tim
e 

sharing of inform
ation betw

een the Rural Task Force and the com
m

unity.
It has proved successful in recovering stolen property, vehicles and farm

 m
achinery and 

helping police deal w
ith crim

e as it is reported. If anyone w
ould like to join please em

ail 
the team

. rural.task.force@
kent.police.uk

A passing Rural Task 
Force patrol im

m
ediately 

stopped to help a young 
child w

ho w
as knocked 

unconscious after falling off 
his push along scooter.

The five-year-old five w
as 

resuscitated by a m
em

ber 
of the public and the 
patrol stopped to help.

Learning that an am
bulance 

w
asn’t im

m
ediately available 

they then took the boy and 
his dad to Ashford hospital.

R
ural patrol take 

injured child to hospital 

P
rotect your vehicle 

• Fitting perim
eter security fencing can help deter 

opportunist thieves and slow
 dow

n m
ore organised thieves

• G
ood security lighting m

akes vehicles m
ore visible and 

can act as a deterrent
• Park in a garage w

henever possible
• Consider installing good quality CCTV cam

eras
• Security-m

ark and register the m
etal shell of the 

converter so it can be returned if stolen and recovered
• W

here possible park a vehicle against a kerb, w
ith the 

catalytic converter being closest to the kerb
• If there are a num

ber of vehicles park low
 clearance 

vehicles to block the high-clearance ones to obstruct access 
• Fit protective coverings on catalytic converters to m

ake it 
m

ore difficult to steal (car m
anufacturers can advise on 

suitable clam
ps and security cages)

• H
ave catalytic converters etched or forensically m

arked and 
put stickers in the w

indscreen to say this has been done

C
lassic ‘H

arry P
otter’ 

car still m
issing

4
5

Latest new
s 



An increase in the num
ber of 

reported incidents involving 
horses and vehicles nationally 
has prom

pted a cam
paign to 

raise aw
areness so m

otorists 
know

 how
 to drive around 

equestrians on the road.
The British H

orse Society 
‘D

ead Slow
’ cam

paign is aim
ed 

at educating drivers and riders 
on behaviour to m

inim
ise risk 

of injury and harm
.

Any dangerous or 
irresponsible driving should be 
reported to police. The BH

S is 
also encouraging riders and 
carriage drivers to report road 
incidents to the society (you 
don’t have to be a m

em
ber) 

so it can build a 
com

prehensive picture U
K 

w
ide to help inform

 local 
safety cam

paigns and identify 
particular issues.

The BH
S collates statistics 

each year to understand the 
rate of incidents involving 
horses and riders on U

K roads.
Rural Task Force Inspector 

D
ave Sm

ith said: ‘Kent Police 
have been w

orking in 
partnership w

ith key 
stakeholders over m

any years 
to help reduce death and 

serious injury on our roads. 
O

ur close w
orking relationship 

w
ith the British H

orse Society 
enables us to support and 
im

plem
ent road safety 

cam
paigns such as ‘D

ead 
Slow

’ in our rural com
m

unities 
w

here incidents involving 
horses and vehicles are 

reported. Engagem
ent 

focusing on education and 
practical advice has proven to 
reduce incidents of injury and 
harm

. U
se of high visibility 

clothing, ‘D
ead Slow

’ signage 
and helm

et cam
s are all 

effective in im
proving road 

safety w
hen horses are ridden 

on roads w
hich are also used 

by m
otorists.’

The BH
S also runs safety 

cam
paigns in schools. The aim

 
of the project is to educate 
children how

 to pass horses 
as a pedestrian, cyclist or a 
car passenger, offering 
observations to the driver.

Latest new
s

H
orses loose on highw

ay – anim
als at risk 

H
orses loose on the highw

ay 
risk being injured or killed. 
Late last year in Kent a horse 
had to be put dow

n after 
being hit by a vehicle.

Rural Task Force Inspector 
D

ave Sm
ith, said: ‘Stray 

horses on the roads are at risk 
of harm

 and a danger to 
m

otorists. I w
ould urge horse 

ow
ners to ensure they are 

kept in a secure environm
ent 

w
ith fields and stables 

checked and any gates 
padlocked.’

H
orses w

ill be seized by Kent 
Police if found straying on the 
highw

ay w
ith costs payable by 

ow
ners for their return. 

A
dvice for riders and carriage drivers

• Fam
iliarise yourself w

ith H
ighw

ay Code rules. Follow
 

guidance on interacting w
ith other road users

• W
ear protective headgear to current approved standards

• Avoid riding in failing light, fog or darkness or w
hen it is 

snow
ing or icy

• Be aw
are of surroundings and give clear and decisive signals 

so other road users are clear of intentions to m
anoeuvre

• Be alert alw
ays. M

ake eye contact w
ith drivers and thank 

those w
ho m

ake any effort to accom
m

odate you
• W

ear hi-viz and reflective equipm
ent on both yourself and your 

horse even on bright days (it is surprising how
 w

ell a horse can 
be cam

ouflaged against a hedge) a m
inim

um
 of a tabard or 

jacket for a rider and leg bands for the horse is recom
m

ended
• Let som

eone know
 w

here you are going and w
hat tim

e you 
expect to be back, so they can raise the alarm

 should you 
fail to return w

ithin a reasonable tim
e

• Report any incidents of dangerous or irresponsible driving to 
the BH

S and to the police
• Take The British H

orse Society Ride Safe Aw
ard

Livestock attacks – your pet could be responsible

D
og thefts increase – keep anim

als safe

Livestock w
orrying continues to be 

reported, w
hich is particularly distressing 

for farm
ers during the lam

bing season.
All such incidents are investigated by the 

Rural Task Force, using D
N

A evidence to 
support prosecutions w

here possible. Rural Task 
Force Sergeant D

arren W
alshaw

 said: ‘These 
incidents are very upsetting and dog ow

ners 
are rem

inded to keep their dog on a lead w
hen 

around livestock. In one recent attack at a 
farm

 at M
olash w

here one sheep w
as killed and 

four injured, the Rural Task Force contacted 
both the ow

ner of the sheep and the dog. 
The dog ow

ner w
as genuinely horrified 

by w
hat had happened and agreed to 

pay full com
pensation w

hile agreeing to 
take m

easures to control their dog.’
But there are incidents w

here ow
ners w

ill 
not take responsibility and Rural Task Force 
officers w

ill w
ork w

ith farm
ers to facilitate 

com
pensation, issue w

arnings and take 
enforcem

ent action in the courts if necessary.

An initiative w
as aim

ed at 
engaging w

ith m
otorcyclists 

to ensure safer riding – 
particularly on roads w

hich 
attract large groups.

The national tw
o-w

heel 
road safety cam

paign from
 

12-18 April also involved 
officers speaking to m

otorists 
about driving considerately 
around vulnerable road users. 
O

fficers from
 Kent Police 

Roads Safety U
nit team

ed up 
w

ith colleagues from
 Sussex 

Police and H
ighw

ays England. 
They focused on roads 
attracting large num

ber of 
m

otorcycle groups, including 
the A2070 and A259. The 
m

ain em
phasis w

as to engage 

w
ith m

otorcyclists to ensure 
they w

ere riding safely.
The team

 also perform
ed 

safety checks on the A21 
and M

ilitary Road, Rye 
follow

ing reports of anti-
social m

otoring, speeding 
and dangerous riding. 
O

fficers also engaged w
ith 

other m
otorists about driving 

considerately and looking out 
for vulnerable road users.

Chief Inspector Elena H
all 

said: ‘This partnership effort 
w

as not about penalising 
m

otorcyclists but about 
prom

oting road safety and 
understanding betw

een 
different groups of people 
w

ho use the road netw
ork.

‘The vast m
ajority of 

m
otorcyclists are enthusiasts 

w
ho ride safely. H

ow
ever, 

historically w
e have received 

reports of dangerous riding 
and speeding and w

e are 
keen to engage w

ith the 
m

otorcycling com
m

unity, 
so they are aw

are of the 
im

portance of riding safely.
‘All m

otorists have a 
responsibility to look out 

for vulnerable road users, 
regardless of w

hat vehicle 
they travel in. O

ur m
essage 

is sim
ple, look tw

ice and 
think bike – especially 
at junctions and w

hen 
m

anoeuvring your car. Those 
few

 seconds you are trying 
to save could take a life, 
w

hereas taking extra caution 
could prevent som

eone 
being put in harm

’s w
ay.’

Thefts of dogs and puppies 
has increased nationally and 
ow

ners in Kent are being 
urged to stay vigilant to keep 
pets safe.

Recent cases include five 
cocker spaniel puppies believed 
to have been taken from

 their 
kennel at a property in D

enton 
betw

een 9am
 and 4pm

 on 13 
April. The tw

o black and three 
chocolate brow

n puppies w
ere 

just five w
eeks old. The Rural 

Task Force also investigated an 
attem

pted burglary of the 
sam

e breed near Bossingham
. 

A neighbour had gas bottles 
stolen at the sam

e tim
e. 

O
ne of tw

o suspects had 
clim

bed a high fence to try to 
access a kennel. A m

ask and 
rope left at scene w

ere seized 
for forensic analysis.

Kent Police has an established 
team

 dedicated to education 
and enforcem

ent in relation to 
dogs. Part of the team

’s role is 

to help prom
ote initiatives such 

as m
icrochipping and to w

ork 
w

ith the charity D
ogLost to 

reunite m
issing or stolen dogs 

w
ith their ow

ners. The charity 
has urged dog ow

ners to be 
vigilant and not leave their 
dogs unattended in public 
areas, as w

ell as considering a 
num

ber of sim
ple steps to help 

protect their pet.

Stolen statues – These 
heavy bronze statues w

ere the 
target of a theft using a stolen 
Land Rover D

iscovery earlier 
this year. 

The vehicle w
as later found 

hidden in w
oods. Tw

o of the 
statues w

ere recovered but 
one is still m

issing.
Anyone w

ith inform
ation 

about this or other suspected 
crim

e can contact the 
independent charity 
Crim

estoppers anonym
ously by 

calling 0800 555 111 or using 
the anonym

ous online form
. 

C
an you help?

‘D
ead S

low
’ cam

paign – take care around horses and riders on roads
R

oads cam
paign focus on safer riding by m

otorcyclists 

SA
FE – Secure your property and garden

SP
O

TTA
B

LE – Keep them
 in sight and trained to return

SEA
R

C
H

A
B

LE – Know
 w

hat steps to take if they go m
issing

H
orse seizure policy

Seized horses are only in Kent Police’s possession for 21 days 
m

axim
um

. O
fficers try to locate ow

ners and put up posters. 
W

hen ow
ners com

e forw
ard they are required to pay a fixed 

tariff. Any horse unclaim
ed after 21 days is rehom

ed.

Four sim
ple steps 

for drivers 
Slow

 dow
n to a m

ax 
of 15m

ph

B
e patient, don’t sound a 

horn or rev the engine

Pass the horse w
ide 

and slow
 (if safe to do 

so) at least a car’s w
idth 

if possible

D
rive slow

ly aw
ay

12346
7



Rural team working with partners to protect rural communities

The team use their expertise to support Local Neighbourhood Policing Teams, PCSOs or 
core response officers. The team are all fully trained Wildlife Crime Officers. 

Crime Rural Advisory Group
CRAG formed in 2012, brings together 
main rural stakeholders, including the 
National Farmers Union and Country Land 
& Business Association – representing 
a large percentage of land occupancy 
countywide. They bring their own insights 
to CRAG to help keep Kent Police informed 
on ever-changing issues in rural Kent.
web: www.btfpartnership.co.uk 
email: michael.bax@btfpartnership.co.uk 
phone: Michael Bax 01233 740077

Kent Association of Local Councils
KALC is a not for profit membership 
organisation serving member parish and 
town councils and parish meetings in Kent 
and Medway. It offers training, advice 
and services to member councils. KLAC 
works with rural officers to disseminate 
information on their behalf, and to gather 
crime information from towns and parishes.
web: www.kentalc.gov.uk 
email: kalc@kentalc.gov.uk 
phone: 01304 820173 

National Farmers Union
The NFU champions British farming and 
provides professional representation 
and services to its farmer and grower 
members. Around 70 per cent of full time 
farmers are NFU members. They aim 
to support Kent Police to engage with 
members’ extensive local knowledge, 

working in partnership with CRAG and 
other stake holder organisations. 
web: www.nfuonline.com 
email: isobel.bretherton@nfu.org.uk 
phone: 01730 711950

Kent Fire and Rescue Service
KFRS is responsible for delivering fire 
and rescue services to more than 1.7 
million people. Each year fire officers 
deal with around 16,500 incidents 
including road crashes, house and 
barn fires and more than 2,400 non-
fire rescues. KFRS works with the Kent 
Police, NFU, and CRAG to provide safety 
and risk reduction advice to support the 
agricultural business community.
web: www.kent.fire-uk.org 
email: enquiries@kentfire-uk.org 
phone: 01622 692121

Historic England
Historic England is a public body which 
looks after England’s historic environment. 
There are over 400,000 protected sites and 
buildings in England and Historic England 
works across a range of partnership to 
prevent the loss and damage to our shared 
cultural heritage. Former Kent police officer 
Mark Harrison advises the organisation and 
works closely with rural officers and CRAG. 
web: www.historicengland.org.uk 
email: southeast@HistoricEngland.org.uk 
phone: 01483 252020

Country Land & Business Association
The CLA is the membership organisation 
for owners of land, property and 
businesses in rural England and Wales and 
has been safeguarding the interests of 
landowners, and those with an economic, 
social and environmental interest in rural 
land for more than 112 years. The CLA 
South East Office works closely with the 
Kent Police to help achieve these aims.
web: www.cla.org.uk 
email: southeast@cla.org.uk 
phone: 01264 313434

Please remember the country 
code: 
• Enjoy the countryside and respect its life 

and work 
• Guard against all risk of fire 
• Leave all gates as you found them 
• Keep pets under close control 
• Keep to public paths across farmland 
• Use gates and stiles to cross fences, 

hedges and walls 
• Leave livestock, crops and machinery alone 

Remember
• Enjoy the countryside 

and respect its life 
and work 

• Guard against all
risk of fire 

• Leave all gates as you 
found them 

• Keep pets under close control 
• Keep to public paths across farmland 
• Use gates and stiles to cross

fences, hedges and walls 
• Leave livestock, crops and

machinery alone 

Countryside Code

Partnerships

Key partners working with Kent Police to keep rural communities safe 


