Club Regulations
Revised 09/11/2015
Aims

The aims of the Club are to pursue and promote the hobby of metal detecting in a responsible and law-abiding manner, and to establish co-operative relationships with farmers, landowners, museums, archaeologists, police and public bodies.

Membership types
**All membership types are entitled to password access to the protected section of the website and to register for the interactive site.**
Honorary Members – the Committee, at its discretion, may award honorary memberships. Honorary members have the same rights as full members but do not pay any fee. Honorary membership is generally awarded for long term service to the Club.

Full membership – entitles the member to attend all Club searches and evening meetings.

Family membership- Husband and wife or partners and their offspring, other family relationships will be considered by the Committee. Family membership is equivalent to one club membership and therefore only entitled to one vote at an AGM/EGM. Family members may serve on the Committee and their voting rights within the Committee remain unchanged. Family members may attend all evening meetings and searches.

Associate membership – at the Committee’s discretion, long term members who have become incapacitated or have moved away from the area may continue membership at a reduced rate. Associate membership entitles the member to attend all evening meetings and up to two search meetings per year provided that they have or obtain the civil liability insurance as mentioned below.

Junior membership (Under 16) – may join the Club provided that a parent/guardian accompanies the Junior on all Club events. The parent/guardian will not be allowed to detect unless they also join the Club. Junior members are entitled to attend all evening and search meetings.

All persons visiting Club sites are required to hold civil liability insurance available through the Club from LEGISE:NCMD (SR) or independently through FID.
Searches and Site Protection
1. All members must act in strict accordance with the NCMD Code of Conduct, Country Code and the Treasure Act 1996, and subsequent amendments made from time to time. Please find a summary enclosed or contact the Secretary for a full copy.
2. Members must enter and leave fields via established gates whenever possible, opening and closing gates behind them. If the only entry to the field is by a locked gate then members may climb over the gate, ensuring that they do so at the stronger (hinge) end. On no account should members cause any damage to gates, fences or hedges.

3. It is a requirement that at least one Committee member - Site Co-ordinator or otherwise - must be present, and responsible for, the conduct and management of the search.
4. Members must re-assemble at the lunch break - normally from 1230 to 1300 - for the purpose of discussing finds and bringing anything of importance, such as potential treasure or items of archaeological importance to the committee member's notice. This also applies at the end of the search. A finishing time will be set. Such a time will be entirely at the discretion of the relevant Committee member and must be strictly adhered to. This is not only for the efficient management of the search but also to ensure that everyone has returned safely - as does the lunchtime meeting.
5. With the exception of the Site Co-ordinator’s prerogatives, members may only search on Club sites on official Club visits.

The only other exception to this regulation is that a member having donated a site for the Club to search may search it on his/her own, or accompanied by others at his/her invitation – subject always to approval from the landowner/farmer.

6. Members may only search on those fields assigned to the Club by the landowner or farmer for the day of the Club visit. Any member arriving on site late must first contact a Committee member to determine which fields are available before commencing a search.
7. Regardless of whether the land is pasture, rough or ploughed, all holes dug must be filled in and firmed up so as to leave behind minimal evidence, e.g. grass ‘plugs’ should always be replaced grass up. Failure to observe this rule will be noted and if not immediately remedied, the Committee may require the person concerned to leave the Club.

8. A rubbish bag must be carried whilst detecting on a Club outing so that all unwanted items dug up (e.g. scrap iron, metal foil, bottle tops, ring pulls, glass, etc.) can be placed in it for removal from the farm or site, and disposed of properly elsewhere.

9. Headphones must be worn.

10. Members may not take dogs on to Club sites.

Meeting Places
11. Members must use the published meeting points.

Hosts’ Requirements and Requests

12. Where the parking of members’ cars on Club sites has been limited to a number agreed with the landowner or farmer, then members are required to meet at a place published on the website from where transport will be shared to the site. Members failing to obey this regulation will not be allowed to search that site on that day.

13. If a landowner/farmer requests that members make an attempt to recover a lost article, all Club members on site will be expected to assist.

Guests and Potential Members
14. Members may bring only one guest on to established Club sites having sought prior permission from Site Co-ordinator. On any one search, a maximum of two guests for the whole club is permitted. When a guest is present, the accompanying member is responsible for accompanying the guest for the entirety of the search meeting ensuring that the guest acts safely and adheres to the Club regulations at all times.
15. A fee, currently £5, must also be given to a Committee member for which a receipt will be issued, in order to cover guests on site. The guest will also need to have obtained valid civil liability insurance prior to the search.
16. Neither guests of individual members nor potential members are permitted at the first search of any new site.

Personal Health and Safety

17. Any live ammunition or other potentially explosive object discovered should not be touched. Its location should be carefully marked and the find reported immediately to the Site Co-ordinator or a Committee member.
18. Members are reminded that appropriate clothing should be worn (no bright colours please). Gloves should also be used to protect the individual during a search against potential cuts and abrasions resulting from contact with glass, stone and metallic objects. The wearing of gloves will also limit contamination of the skin with infectious materials (those causing tetanus, Weill’s disease etc.), pesticides, fertilisers and other organic materials found in the soil. It is strongly recommended that members clean their hands before eating, carry a first-aid kit and maintain up-to-date anti-tetanus vaccinations.
(See Disclaimer at the end of these Regulations & Risk Assessment – appendix 1)

Procedure for Coin and Artefact Recovery
19. All items that could possibly be Treasure as defined by the Act must be reported to the Club Site Co-ordinator or Committee member and the landowner/farmer as soon as possible after the discovery. The item must be left in as found condition and not cleaned. The Archaeological Liaison Officer should be briefed to ensure that appropriate actions are then taken in accordance with the Treasure Act.
20. On Club searches, finds of possible archaeological interest must be reported immediately to the Site Co-ordinator or Committee member who will inform the Archaeological Liaison Officer who will assess whether reporting is necessary.

21. A find may be designated of significant value, currently £100.00 or more, by the determination of the Finds Valuation Officer.

If the finder is unable to produce the money from his/her own funds then he/she will be required to sell the item, at the current market or auction value, and pay the landowner/farmer 50% of the sum obtained.

22. Where the landowner/farmer wishes to see finds, members are required to make them available.
23. Detectorists new to the hobby must actively seek advice from an experienced member regarding the quality of their finds to limit any potential loss of historical items. Sufficient opportunity is available for this during the search and at the regular club meetings. Please note that the cleaning of items should not be undertaken before an experienced detectorist has examined them. Prospective members and guests must show all finds, however insignificant they may appear to a Committee member.
24. It is advisable that members have a small receptacle in which more precious finds can be stored safely to avoid accidental damage or loss.

Evening Meetings
25. The Club meets monthly at Brown’s School in Chelsfield on a Friday evening (usually on the third Friday of the month) at 8pm for a pre-arranged programme, often a talk or a display. Members are expected to assist by transferring necessary furniture (tables and chairs) from the main hall into the meeting room and returning them to the hall at the end of the evening.

26. The Chairman, Site Co-ordinator and Archaeological Liaison Officer frequently give items of Club news during the evenings proceedings. 
Members are encouraged to attend these meetings and to bring with them appropriate items from their finds that fit in with the subject of the evening (be it buttons, army badges etc.) In addition members are urged to bring with them their better finds from Club searches that have taken place since the last evening meeting. These items should be entered into the monthly competition for coins/artefacts and will be judged by a co-opted panel of up to three members during the evening, after which the results will be announced. Competition forms will be available on the night. Members wishing to complete their forms before the meeting can download the form from the website or complete it and print it from the interactive site.
27. The Club Recording Officer will record items of monetary value and/or archaeological interest in the Club records. Items requiring further investigation may be passed to the Finds Liaison Officer.

Items in both categories, coin/artefact which are awarded a first or second place, are eligible entrants in the Annual Find of the Year Competition, held at the December meeting. Exceptional items that missed the first or second place in the monthly judging, may, at the discretion of the Committee, be included in the annual competition. Points awarded for entry and places in the farm finds competition are recorded and tallied and recorded on the website and will keep members informed of the quality of the finds on our club searches.
Eyes only – non-metallic finds of interest, should be entered in the monthly competition to qualify for entry into the Annual Eyes-Only Competition.
28. A rota system is in place for tea making by two members at every evening meeting.

29. From time to time there is a raffle for a variety of prizes. Please support this as the profits are for the benefit of all Club members.

30. All our members are advised to make an effort to attend evening meetings since they are an invaluable opportunity to get to know fellow members socially, and to share and gain knowledge about all aspects of our hobby. A number of members are very knowledgeable about specific subjects and have their own personal libraries of specialist books, which you may be able to tap into in order to help identify your finds.

31. It is usual for photos of all Club members to be on display at each evening meeting. These will allow members to identify who is who and which positions they hold in the club. Please do have a look at the ‘Rogues Gallery’, even if only for a laugh!
32. If any member has a collection of metal artefacts, whether as a result of metal detecting or not, or have expertise on any topic relating to the hobby, please consider giving a talk, displaying the items, or making that expertise available to other members of the Club at an evening meeting. Any member who feels they can help in this way should contact the Evening Meeting Organiser.

33. Members must not buy or sell items at Club evening meetings without prior permission from the committee.

General Club Policy
34. Members may not use the name of the Club to promote their private detecting interests.

35. All members leaving the Club will be required to return Club membership cards and this handbook.

36. Any member not abiding by these regulations, or acting in such a manner as to bring the Club’s name into disrepute is liable to cancellation of membership without refund of the membership fee and this cancellation shall be duly recorded. The decision in such a matter shall be made in Committee without reference to a full meeting of the Club. The person concerned shall have the right of appeal to the Committee in person.

Disclaimer
The Club cannot accept responsibility for injury to a member or damage to a member’s property howsoever caused whilst members are engaged in any Club activity. This includes whilst attending an evening meeting, a search meeting or representing the Club at and by Club or non-Club function. This also applies to guests joining in any Club activities and potential members.

These Aims and Regulations are subject to change by the Committee from time to time. Any changes shall be notified to the entire membership by such method as the Committee shall decide. Before being admitted to the club members will be required to confirm, either by email or letter, that they have read the club regulations and risk assessment and agree to abide by all the regulations therein.
